284         THE HANSA  LOSES ITS  COLONIES.

After the failure of Wullenweber's bold schemes
and his ignominious death, after the enmity against
Ltibeck, and consequently against the League, that
had been fanned to yet greater fury by late events,
it is easy to understand that the relations of the
Hansa to the Scandinavian kingdoms suffered an
entire change. Denmark was the first to avail itself
of the liberty it had regained, The country forthwith
"began to draw profit from its "gold mine" the Sound.
Then Norway followed suit. The town of Bergen,
above all, so long oppressed by the League, now took
Its revenge. Gradually as the inhabitants beheld the
enfeeblement at home and abroad of their rivals they
withdrew from them privilege after privilege until the
time came that the natives of Bergen recovered both
their commercial activity and their fortune.

The justice of history is less pressed for time than
the justice of man, but it is yet surer and more
inexorable.

This inevitable justice, which punishes the children
for the sins of their fathers, fell upon the Hanscatics
in full measure at Bergen. The time actually came
when it fell to the people of Bergen to advance funds
to impoverished or ruined Hanseatics, and, on the
principle of returning a tooth for a tooth, an eye for
an eye, insult for insult, they advanced these moneys
under the same hard conditions that had been
employed towards themselves. The dispossession of
the Hanseatics was naturally a work of time, but in
course of years it became complete. The last occa-
sion when the four chief " games " were performed,
which according to a reporter at the Hanseatic Diet